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laid down it was hardly likely that such a suggestion would satisfy the more serious minds of the Labour movement. The political question remained paramount, and it was one matter to arrange the table and fix the menu, but another to invite the guests. A month ago Labour had objected to the control of the Electricity Scheme by business men and experts. Had they any safeguard here against these same monsters? It was quite obvious that since the Commissioners were not to administer the mines or to settle labour disputes, they could degenerate into little more than a perpetual Royal Commission supported by the taxpayer.
The further proposals were also vitiated by a lack of political principle. The State was to promote amalgamation among the more efficient pits; the National Fuel and Power Committee was to establish a closer connection between coal and its allied industries; the subsidy was to cease; uneconomic pits were to close; hours were to remain the same and wages were to be settled nationally subject to their district variations. Moreover, forty to fifty thousand a year was to be spent on research with arrangements for scholarships and an official headquarters. It is hard to imagine how this paltry increase of bureaucracy could have assisted the industry. It could only work against the overwhelming international interests in oiL This latter suggestion was but one example of the modern economic mind substituting a tentative suggestion for what ought to have been a major pronouncement on the future of the coal-producing peoples of the world. The relationship of coal to oil was at the very roots of the problem in 1925. On the one point in the scope of the enquiry, where the Commission made a fundamentally sound suggestion, the Government was powerless to assist. The collieries, it stated, should establish co-operative selling agencies, and municipalities were to be empowered to compete in the retail trade with local merchants. The dead weight of the middle man was to be lifted from the